
 
 

THREE SENSATIONAL UNDERCARD MATCHUPS 
HIGHLIGHT ERROL SPENCE JR. VS. YORDENIS UGAS  

SHOWTIME PPV® ON SATURDAY, APRIL 16 
 

Lightweight Contender Isaac Cruz Battles Former World Champion 
Yuriorkis Gamboa in Premier Boxing Champions Co-Main Event From 

AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas  
 

Rising Unbeaten Jose Valenzuela Takes On Former World Champion 
Francisco Vargas in Lightweight Duel 

 
Unbeaten Cody Crowley Faces Veteran Contender Josesito Lopez  

in Battle of All-Action Welterweights Kicking Off  
Pay-Per-View at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT 

 
Tickets On Sale Now! 

 
ARLINGTON, T.X. - March 17, 2022 – Three sensational matchups have been added to the 
SHOWTIME PPV lineup headlined by WBC and IBF world champion Errol “The Truth” Spence 
Jr. and WBA World Champion Yordenis Ugas squaring off in a welterweight title unification clash 
on Saturday, April 16 live from AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas in a Premier Boxing Champions 
event.  
 
The pay-per-view telecast begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT and features exciting lightweight 
contender Isaac “Pitbull” Cruz taking on veteran former world champion Yuriorkis Gamboa in 
the 10-round co-main event.  
 
The lineup also includes unbeaten Jose Valenzuela battling former world champion Francisco 
“El Bandido” Vargas in a 10-round lightweight fight, plus unbeaten Cody Crowley faces veteran 
contender Josesito Lopez in a 10-round duel of all-action welterweights that kicks off the 
telecast.  
 
Tickets for the live event, which is promoted by TGB Promotions and Man Down Promotions, are 
on sale now and can be purchased at SeatGeek.com, the Official Ticketing Provider of AT&T 
Stadium. 



 
“One of the year’s biggest events will feature a deserving pay-per-view undercard lineup loaded 
with consequential matchups that are primed to deliver drama and action,” said Tom Brown, 
President of TGB Promotions. “Isaac Cruz showed against Gervonta Davis that he is a star in the 
making, and he’ll be looking to display those talents once again against an accomplished 
opponent in Yuriorkis Gamboa. Plus, another rising star in Jose Valenzuela will step up in 
competition against former champion Francisco Vargas, while Cody Crowley and Josesito Lopez 
will both bring their high-octane styles into the ring in what shapes up to be a ‘can’t-miss’ 
showdown to open the loaded SHOWTIME PPV.” 
 
The 23-year-old Cruz (22-2-1, 15 KOs) will return to the ring after dropping a competitive decision 
against three-division champion Gervonta Davis on SHOWTIME PPV in December. A native of 
Mexico City, Cruz shot up the lightweight rankings in 2020, announcing his presence with an 
electrifying first-round knockout over veteran Diego Magdaleno in October. Cruz followed that up 
in 2021 by winning a unanimous decision over previously unbeaten Matías Romero in March and 
by defeating former champion Francisco Vargas by decision in June. After making his U.S. debut 
in December 2019, Cruz went unbeaten in his next four bouts, appearing on SHOWTIME® three 
times in addition to beating Magdaleno on the Davis vs. Leo Santa Cruz SHOWTIME PPV 
undercard. 
 
“I can’t wait to be back in the ring and to fight at AT&T Stadium,” said Cruz. “I love the fans in 
Texas, they always give me tremendous support. My promoter, Manny Pacquiao, has fought at 
AT&T Stadium before and won both times. I’m excited to follow in his footsteps against a very 
accomplished former champion in Gamboa. I’m coming to show the fans why I’m one of the best 
lightweights in the world and to drive Gamboa into retirement on April 16.”  
 
Gamboa (30-4, 18 KOs) is a former unified featherweight champion, holding the IBF and WBA 
126-pound titles between 2009 and 2011. A native of Guantanamo, Cuba, he now lives and trains 
in Miami, Fla. He dropped a showdown against Terence Crawford in a 2014 Fight of the Year, 
before rebounding to win seven of eight fights. That run included victories over former world 
champions Jason Sosa and Roman Martinez, putting Gamboa back into world title contention. In 
his last two fights, Gamboa has dropped contests against current lightweight world champions, 
losing via 12th-round TKO to Gervonta Davis in 2019 and by decision against Devin Haney in 
November 2020.  
 
“I always come to the ring to display my talents and April 16 will be no different,” said Gamboa. 
“It’s very motivating to be facing a young, strong opponent like Isaac Cruz. I’m going to test him 
and see if he can stand up to my power. I’m coming to win and make a big statement that I still 
have what it takes to become champion again.” 
 
The 22-year-old Valenzuela (11-0, 7 KOs) now trains as a stablemate of unbeaten two-time world 
champion David Benavidez as he seeks to move from prospect to contender in 2022. Born in Los 
Mochis, Sinaloa, Mexico, Valenzuela turned pro in 2018 and rode a five-bout knockout streak 
before earning his first 10-round decision in a victory over Deiner Berrio in September 2021. 
Valenzuela capped off his breakout 2021 in December, dominating Austin Dulay on his way to a 
TKO in round four.  
 
“It’s a dream come true to be on a high-stakes, stacked card like this,” said Valenzuela. “I’ve 
admired and studied Spence for a long time, especially because we’re both lefties. I can’t wait to 
get in the ring. I’m not overlooking or underestimating Francisco Vargas in any way. I’m expecting 



fireworks. You always get a big fight when two Mexican warriors go head-to-head, so I know the 
fans are going to be delighted with what they see on April 16.” 
 
Fighting out of Mexico City, Vargas (27-3-2, 19 KOs) won a 130-pound title in 2015 by defeating 
Takashi Miura in one of the year’s best fights. The 37-year-old would go on to fight Orlando Salido 
to an action-packed draw before losing his title to Miguel Berchelt in another memorable affair. 
Vargas later defeated Stephen Smith and Rod Salka before losing in his rematch with Berchelt in 
2019. Most recently, Vargas began campaigning at lightweight, scoring back-to-back victories 
over Ezequiel Aviles in 2019 and Otto Gamez in 2020, prior to dropping a decision against Isaac 
Cruz in his last fight in June 2021.  
 
“It is an honor to be on such a big card with so many great fighters,” said Vargas. “I’m going to 
come prepared for this fight and ready to leave the ring with a victory. I know Valenzuela will be 
trying to make a statement, but I’m coming to do the same. As always, the fans can expect a 
tremendous fight from start to finish.” 
 
Representing his native Ontario, Canada, Crowley (20-0, 9 KOs) returns to the ring after a 
sensational SHOWTIME debut in December 2021 that saw him beat the previously unbeaten 
Kudratillo Abdukakhorov by unanimous decision. Crowley had previously defeated Josh Torres 
in September 2020 following a 2019 run that saw him win a Canadian super welterweight title with 
a 12-round decision over Stuart McLellan in February before successfully defending that title with 
a dominant decision over Mian Hussain in October. The 28-year-old returned to fight in the U.S. 
for his last two fights after seven of his first eight pro fights took place in the U.S.  
 
“After my win in December on SHOWTIME, I’m ready to accept the next challenge on my journey 
to becoming welterweight champion of the world,” said Crowley. “Josesito Lopez is always tough 
and he brings an exciting style to the table. Unfortunately for him, he will discover what 20 fighters 
before him have learned, which is that I will not be stopped from achieving my destiny. I want to 
thank my team for this opportunity to display my skills, heart and relentlessness on this great card 
at the home of the Dallas Cowboys.” 
 
Lopez (38-8, 21 KOs) earned the nickname “The Riverside Rocky’’ because of his go-for-broke 
style in the ring. He has stepped in across from some of the top boxers in the sport, including 
champions Canelo Alvarez, Marcos Maidana, Andre Berto and Victor Ortiz. The 37-year-old from 
Riverside, California is always a tough out in the ring as noted by his narrow majority decision 
loss to then-champion Keith Thurman in 2019. Since that loss, Lopez has put together back-to-
back victories, defeating John Molina, Jr. and Francisco Santana. 
 
“I’m eager and very motivated to step back in the ring and prove myself as one of the best fighters 
in the world,” said Lopez. “I expect a stiff challenge from Crowley and the fans can expect to see 
me at my very best. I’m in great shape and ready to put everything on the line. You will definitely 
want to make sure you don’t miss my fight on April 16.” 
 
For more information visit www.SHO.com/sports, www.PremierBoxingChampions.com, follow 
#SpenceUgas, follow on Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @PremierBoxing and @TGBPromotions, on 
Instagram @ShowtimeBoxing, @PremierBoxing and @TGBPromotionss or become a fan on 
Facebook at www.Facebook.com/ShowtimeBoxing. 
 
About AT&T Stadium: 
AT&T Stadium is one of the largest, most technologically advanced entertainment venues in the 
world.  Designed by HKS and built by Manhattan Construction, the $1.2 billion stadium features 



two monumental arches, the world’s largest HDTV video board cluster, an expansive retractable 
roof and the largest retractable end zone doors in the world.  Features of the stadium include 
seating for 80,000 and expandability for up to 100,000, over 300 luxury suites, club seating on 
multiple levels and the Dallas Cowboys Pro Shop, open to the public year round.  The stadium 
is also home to a world-class collection of contemporary art, made up of over 50 pieces from an 
international array of curated artists displayed on the walls and in the grand public spaces of the 
venue.  In addition to being the Home of the Dallas Cowboys since opening in 2009, the 
stadium has hosted Super Bowl XLV, the 2010 NBA All Star Game, the 2014 NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Final Four, the 2015 College Football Playoff National Championship Game and the 
annual Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic. The venue has also played host to high school and 
college football, concerts, championship fights, international soccer matches, and other special 
events.  For more information, go to www.attstadium.com. 
 
CONTACTS: Chris DeBlasio, SHOWTIME: (917) 445-7467 

Flo Jocou, SHOWTIME: (646) 647-4741 
Steve Pratt, BZA: (310) 408-4555 
Tim Smith, PBC: (702) 843-3400 
Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com 
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 
Joe Trahan, Dallas Cowboys Public Relations: (972) 497-4552 

 
 


